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Abstract:

Malaysia’s developmental experience is considered one of the most pioneering in
the world, through which the country was able to elevate its society and economy
to a leading position. This success was largely due to wise leadership and a
strategic vision inspired by successful development models—particularly the
Japanese model—which places the individual at the center by emphasizing ethical
values in the workplace.

The Malaysian experience is worthy of attention and study due to the significant
achievements it has realized—achievements from which developing countries in
general, and Arab nations in particular, can benefit in their efforts to overcome
underdevelopment, stagnation, and dependency. Malaysia has witnessed, and
continues to witness, a tremendous developmental leap across various fields,
especially in education. The early signs of this transformation began in the 1970s
and took shape in the 1990s, leading to the revitalization of Malaysia’s economic
system. This, in turn, contributed to comprehensive stability and helped eliminate
ethnic tensions within the country.

The aim of this research is to study the educational system in Malaysia during the
tenure of Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad—the architect of Malaysia’s
renaissance (1981-2003)—and to identify the standards by which Malaysian
development was achieved. The significance of this study lies in the fact that it is
the first to shed light specifically on education in Malaysia during Mahathir
Mohamad’s era of transformation.
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