Thi Qar Arts Journal

Dramatizing Imagery in Al-Hariri's Magamat
Dr. Zaman Ata Najm
College of Arts / University of Thi Qar

Abstract
Al-Hariri's Magamat represent a unique form of prose distinguished by its profound language, diverse
derivations, and rhythmic expressions that harmonize with the chosen words. For these reasons—and
others—they stand as artistic masterpieces rich in various forms of imagery: visual, linguistic, and narrative.
These images collectively create a theatrical dimension, suggesting that Al-Hariri may have aimed to lay the
groundwork for theater in confined spaces. He presented his work using theatrical techniques such as
dialogue, movement, scenography, and live embodiment to deliver messages and meanings more effectively
and engagingly to the audience.
In this transformation, abstract language becomes action, movement, and sound—turning auditory and
linguistic imagery into a theatrical performance. These elements are embodied through movement to add
visual and dramatic depth to what is otherwise only heard. Narrative, in particular, is one of the richest sources
of visual and auditory imagery, offering temporal and dramatic dimensions. The role of dramatization is to
translate this narrative into a tangible, visual experience within the dramatic space, essentially reshaping the
narrative into action. All these elements work together to deliver a comprehensive experience to the audience,
where narrative fuels imagination and is reinforced by visual perception, making it more impactful and
realistic.
Thus, Al-Hariri sought to make the theatrical space in his magamat a realistic one whenever the narrative
required it. This was an attempt to enrich the dramatic work by diversifying the spatial setting, whether open,
confined, or multi-leveled. These spatial dimensions influence the rhythm of the performance and the depth
of the relationship between actor and audience. Reading the magama in different settings creates new images
and fosters continuity in engagement. This responsibility falls on the narrator, who serves as the link between
text and image. The narrator also plays a crucial role in transforming events and ideas from language into live
performance, helping the audience understand the context and psychological states of the characters. As both
a part of the event and a witness to it, the narrator lends credibility to the story, even if it is fictional or
exaggerated.
Moreover, the narrator employs linguistic techniques such as rhyme, paronomasia, repetition, and quotation—
not only to highlight the protagonist's brilliance but also to showcase his own rhetorical skill. Ultimately, the
magama remains a brilliant literary art form, rich in suspense and eloquence, with a pioneering role in
intellectual, social, and linguistic influence.
The study is structured into three sections:

1. Visual and Linguistic Imagery — exploring imagery through the linguistic elements of the text and its theatrical
and cultural values.

2. Auditory Imagery — examining the auditory qualities of the text.

3. Narrative Imagery — analyzing the narrative dimension.
The conclusion summarizes the key findings. The research methodology is based on analysis, interpretation,
and inference.
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