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Abstract 

        This research aims to explore and dissect the intricate layers of societal discord depicted 

in the iconic American play, "A Streetcar Named Desire." Focused on understanding the 

socio-cultural landscape of mid-20th century America as reflected in the characters and their 

interactions, the study seeks to unravel the underlying tensions, conflicts, and societal shifts 

that resonate with the contemporary audience. The overarching objectives of this study 

revolve around a comprehensive exploration of the societal elements intricately woven into 

the fabric of the play shedding light on their reflective nature vis-à-vis the cultural milieu of 

post-World War II America. This researcher adopts a qualitative approach, employing close 

textual analysis and critical literary theory to delve into the layers of societal discord within "A 

Streetcar Named Desire." Primary data will be drawn from the play's text, supplemented by 

scholarly articles, historical documents, and relevant secondary sources. The analysis will be 

guided by key themes such as gender, class, and societal expectations, aiming to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the cultural context embedded in the play. The dramatic 

techniques employed by Williams contribute to a nuanced portrayal of societal tension, 

inviting audiences to contemplate the evolving social landscape. The findings prompt 

discussions on the enduring relevance of the play's themes in contemporary society. Through 

the lens of "A Streetcar Named Desire," this research contributes to the ongoing discourse on 

the Intersectionality of societal norms and individual experiences, challenging viewers to 

reflect on the implications of societal discord on personal identity and relationships. In 

conclusion, Tennessee Williams skillfully weaves a narrative that transcends its temporal 
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setting, inviting audiences to confront and contemplate the complexities of societal 

expectations.  

Keywords: Unveiling, Societal Discord, Contemporary, American Drama, A Streetcar Named 

Desire 

 

 

Introduction 

In the rich tapestry of American literature, the dramatic genre serves as a powerful mirror 

reflecting the intricacies and conflicts embedded within society. This article embarks on a 

compelling exploration, aiming to unravel the layers of societal discord through a critical 

analysis of one of the most iconic plays in contemporary American drama: Tennessee 

Williams' "A Streetcar Named Desire." This timeless masterpiece, first premiered in 1947, not 

only stands as a classic within the realm of theatrical arts but also serves as a poignant lens 

through which we can examine the prevailing societal tensions and complexities of its time. 

Tennessee Williams, a prolific playwright renowned for his keen observation of human nature, 

crafted "A Streetcar Named Desire" against the backdrop of post-World War II America. The 

play delves into the lives of its characters, particularly the enigmatic Blanche Dubois, as they 

navigate the shifting socio-cultural landscapes of New Orleans. To understand the societal 

discord embedded in the narrative, we must contextualize the play within the historical and 

cultural milieu of mid-20th century America (Williams, 1947). 

As the nation grappled with the aftermath of war, economic transformations, and shifting 

gender roles, Williams skillfully weaved a tale that transcended mere entertainment, offering a 

profound commentary on the human condition and the societal fissures that emerged during 

this tumultuous period. This article will navigate through the multifaceted layers of "A 

Streetcar Named Desire," employing a critical lens to dissect the characters, themes, and 

symbolism that contribute to the broader discourse on societal discord (Thompson, 2010). 

To embark on this journey, we will draw upon scholarly analyses, historical context, and 

theatrical critiques to illuminate the play's enduring relevance in understanding the complex 

tapestry of American society. By peeling back the layers of Williams' masterful work, the 



 

 

researcher aims to shed light on the timeless themes of desire, power, and societal 

expectations that continue to resonate with audiences today. In doing so, this analysis 

endeavors to contribute to a nuanced understanding of the intricate interplay between literature 

and society, transcending the confines of the stage to offer insights into the collective psyche 

of a nation in flux. 

 

Literature Review  

Contemporary American drama serves as a powerful medium for exploring and dissecting 

societal discord, reflecting the intricacies of human relationships and societal structures. This 

literature review delves into the analysis of societal discord in contemporary American drama 

with a focus on Tennessee Williams' iconic play, "A Streetcar Named Desire." 

Societal Discord in Contemporary American Drama 

The exploration of societal discord in American drama has been a prominent theme 

throughout literary history. Williams' "A Streetcar Named Desire" stands as a seminal work 

that provides a nuanced examination of societal tensions and conflicts. In the play, the 

character of Blanche Dubois grapples with the changing societal norms and values of post-

World War II America, embodying the discord between the old Southern aristocracy and the 

emerging modern society (Wittenberg, 1992).  . 

Playwrights delve into the complexities of the human experience, offering a nuanced 

exploration of societal issues that resonate with audiences. This essay examines how 

contemporary American playwrights use drama as a medium to portray and comment on 

societal discord, drawing attention to the intricate interplay between characters and their 

environments. Playwrights like Lynn Nott age, in "Sweat," depict the impact of economic 

inequality on individuals and communities. The struggles of blue-collar workers and the 

erosion of the American Dream become central themes, showcasing the dissonance between 

different socio-economic strata (Nott age, 2015). 

August Wilson's "Fences" offers a poignant exploration of race relations, illustrating the 

challenges faced by African Americans in the 1950s. The discord arising from racial tensions 



 

 

is palpable as characters grapple with their identity, aspirations, and societal expectations 

(Wilson, 1985). Susan Glaspell's "Trifles" and Lorraine Hansberry's "A Raisin in the Sun" 

confront gender dynamics within the context of familial and societal expectations. These plays 

shed light on the discord arising from gender inequality and the impact on individual 

autonomy (Glaspell, 1916; Hansberry, 1959). 

Tony Kushner's "Angels in America" explores the societal discord during the AIDS epidemic 

in the 1980s, intertwining personal struggles with larger political and social issues. The play 

serves as a critique of government response and societal attitudes during a time of crisis 

(Kushner, 1991). In Annie Baker's "The Flick," the pervasive use of technology and its impact 

on interpersonal relationships is scrutinized. The play highlights the discord created by 

technological advancements, revealing the challenges faced by individuals in navigating a 

rapidly changing world (Baker, 2012). 

Contemporary American drama, through its diverse narratives and characters, becomes a lens 

through which societal discord is examined and confronted. From economic struggles and 

racial tensions to gender dynamics and technological alienation, playwrights use their craft to 

illuminate the complexities of the human experience in the face of societal challenges. By 

delving into these issues, contemporary American drama invites audiences to reflect on the 

discord within society and consider paths toward resolution and understanding. 

Cultural Shifts and Social Struggles 

Williams' masterpiece captures the cultural shifts and social struggles that characterized the 

mid-20th century in America. The play unveils the clash between traditional values and the 

evolving modern landscape, shedding light on the conflicts arising from societal 

transformations. This sentiment is echoed by contemporary scholars such as Thompson 

(2018), who asserts that "A Streetcar Named Desire" serves as a microcosm of the societal 

discord prevalent in post-war America. 

One of the focal points of societal discord in the play is the examination of gender roles and 

power dynamics. The character of Stanley Kowalski embodies the assertive and dominant 

qualities associated with the changing male archetype, while Blanche's character represents 

the struggle against the diminishing power of the traditional Southern belle. This thematic 



 

 

exploration aligns with feminist literary criticism, as argued by Mitchell (2017), emphasizing 

the play's contribution to the discourse on gender roles in American society. 

Psychological Strains and Mental Health 

Beyond the external societal conflicts, "A Streetcar Named Desire" also delves into the 

psychological strains experienced by its characters. The play becomes a lens through which 

mental health issues are explored, revealing the impact of societal discord on individual well-

being. This aspect is corroborated by Smith's (2019) analysis, highlighting the play's 

contribution to the understanding of mental health within the context of societal upheaval. 

In conclusion, "A Streetcar Named Desire" serves as a rich tapestry through which 

contemporary American drama explores societal discord. Tennessee Williams' masterful 

depiction of characters navigating changing societal norms provides a valuable lens for 

understanding the complexities of post-war America. The play's exploration of cultural shifts, 

gender roles, power dynamics, and mental health contributes to a nuanced understanding of 

the societal discord that permeated the mid-20th century. 

 

Methodology 

In this research endeavor, the focus lies on a thorough examination of societal discord within 

the realm of contemporary American drama. The chosen play, "A Streetcar Named Desire," 

stands as a pivotal text for exploration due to its profound insights into societal dynamics. The 

introduction delineates the research's importance, emphasizing the need to comprehend 

societal discord through the lens of dramatic representation. The literature review surveys 

existing works on "A Streetcar Named Desire" and related contemporary American dramas, 

delving into scholarly perspectives on themes, characters, and societal implications. It 

identifies gaps in the current research and positions it within the broader body of knowledge.  

The theoretical framework establishes a foundation by integrating relevant literary and 

sociological theories, guiding the exploration of societal discord within the chosen play. 

Formulated research questions align with objectives and the theoretical framework, aiming to 

dissect the central theme in contemporary American drama. The methodology encompasses 



 

 

textual, character, contextual, and comparative analyses, complemented by potential 

interviews and surveys. Data collection involves a systematic gathering of primary and, if 

applicable, qualitative data. Subsequently, the data analysis interprets findings within the 

theoretical framework, drawing connections between the play and broader societal issues. 

The discussion section presents and interprets research findings in light of the research 

questions, exploring their implications for the understanding of contemporary American 

drama and societal discord. The conclusion summarizes key findings, highlights contributions, 

addresses limitations, and suggests avenues for future research. The references section 

provides a comprehensive list of sources adhering to a consistent citation style. This 

methodology ensures a robust and multi-faceted approach to unraveling societal discord in 

contemporary American drama through the analytical lens of "A Streetcar Named Desire." 

 

Result 

In the exploration of contemporary American drama, "A Streetcar Named Desire" serves as a 

powerful lens through which to analyze societal discord. Tennessee Williams' classic play, set 

in post-World War II America, delves into the complexities of human relationships, societal 

norms, and the clash between traditional values and the evolving landscape of the mid-20th 

century. 

The play unfolds against a backdrop of societal upheaval, reflecting the tensions and 

transitions of the time. At its core, "A Streetcar Named Desire" exposes the fractures in the 

American social fabric, offering a poignant commentary on the struggles individuals face 

when confronted with changing norms and expectations. “They told me to take a streetcar 

named Desire, and then transfer to one called Cemeteries and ride six blocks and get off at – 

Elysian Fields!” (A Streetcar Named Desire, p.3) 

One of the central themes is the disintegration of the Southern aristocracy, embodied by the 

protagonist, Blanche Dubois. Her descent into madness serves as a metaphor for the erosion of 

old-world values in the face of a rapidly modernizing society. The play presents a vivid 

portrayal of the clash between tradition and progress, with characters grappling with their own 



 

 

vulnerabilities and the inevitable unraveling of established norms “Stanley throws the screen 

door of the kitchen open and comes in.” (A Streetcar Named Desire, p.13)  

The characters, particularly Blanche and Stanley, epitomize the broader societal tensions of 

the era. Blanche represents the fading remnants of a genteel past, haunted by the ghosts of lost 

privilege and social standing. On the other hand, Stanley embodies the brash, assertive ethos 

of a new America, unburdened by the constraints of tradition. The dynamic between these 

characters becomes a microcosm of the larger societal discord, where conflicting values and 

expectations create a volatile environment “He’s just not the sort that goes for jasmine 

perfume! But maybe he’s what we need to mix our blood now that we’ve lost Belle Reeve… 

to protect us…” (A Streetcar Named Desire, p.25). 

Sexuality, another prominent theme in the play, serves as a vehicle for exploring societal 

norms and the consequences of deviating from them. Blanche's concealed past and Stanley's 

unabashed masculinity become catalysts for tension, highlighting the societal taboos 

surrounding sexuality and the consequences of straying from accepted norms. Furthermore, 

the play raises questions about power dynamics, particularly within the realms of gender and 

class. Stanley's domination of Blanche and his assertive stance as a representative of the 

emerging working class underscore the shifting power structures in post-war America. These 

dynamics reflect the broader societal changes where traditional hierarchies are challenged; 

leading to a palpable sense of discord and disorientation "He smashed all the light – bulbs with 

the heel of my slipper! [She laughs]”   “I was – sort of – thrilled by it.” “You’re married to a 

madman!”   “I’m not in anything that I want to get out of.” (A Streetcar Named Desire, p.41-

42). 

In conclusion, "A Streetcar Named Desire" serves as a compelling mirror to the societal 

discord of its time. Through the lens of Tennessee Williams' masterpiece, the play illuminates 

the fractures, tensions, and transformations within American society during the mid-20th 

century. The characters' struggles with identity, tradition, and evolving norms resonate as 

timeless reflections of the perennial conflicts inherent in societal change. As we continue to 

grapple with evolving societal norms, the play remains a poignant and relevant exploration of 

the human condition in the face of a rapidly changing world. 

 



 

 

Discussion 

Contemporary American drama serves as a mirror reflecting the complexities and discord 

within society. One such iconic play that delves into the intricate fabric of societal tensions is 

Tennessee Williams' "A Streetcar Named Desire." Set against the backdrop of post-World 

War II America, the play explores the clash of old and new values, gender dynamics, and the 

consequences of societal expectations. This discussion aims to dissect the layers of societal 

discord portrayed in the play and draw parallels to the contemporary American landscape. 

Old vs. New Values 

The central conflict in "A Streetcar Named Desire" revolves around the clash between 

traditional Southern values and the emerging modern, industrialized America. The fading 

aristocracy of the Old South represented by Blanche Dubois collides with the gritty realism of 

Stanley Kowalski's world. This clash symbolizes the broader tension between nostalgia for the 

past and the inevitable march of progress. In contemporary American society, a similar 

struggle persists as traditional values are challenged by evolving cultural norms, technological 

advancements, and shifting demographics. 

Gender Dynamics and Power Struggles 

The play also vividly portrays the gender dynamics of its time, with Stanley embodying the 

aggressive, dominant masculinity of post-war America. The character of Blanche, on the other 

hand, represents the vulnerability of women in a society where power imbalances persist. This 

exploration of gender roles and power struggles resonates with ongoing discussions in 

contemporary America surrounding issues such as gender equality, toxic masculinity, and the 

redefinition of traditional gender norms. 

Societal Expectations and Mental Health 

Blanche Dubois's descent into madness is emblematic of the toll societal expectations can take 

on an individual. As she grapples with loss, trauma, and societal judgment, her mental health 

deteriorates. This narrative reflects a broader societal concern in contemporary America 

regarding the impact of societal pressures on mental well-being. The play prompts us to 



 

 

question the expectations placed on individuals and the consequences of failing to conform to 

societal norms. 

The Illusion of the American Dream 

The characters in "A Streetcar Named Desire" are haunted by the elusive American Dream. 

Blanche seeks refuge in the illusion of a refined, genteel existence, while Stanley pursues the 

American Dream through material success and dominance. The play exposes the fragility of 

this dream, questioning its attainability and the toll it takes on individuals and relationships. In 

the context of contemporary America, where economic disparities persist, the play's 

exploration of the American Dream remains relevant, urging audiences to reflect on the 

pursuit of happiness and success. 

"A Streetcar Named Desire" serves as a timeless lens through which to analyze the societal 

discord embedded in contemporary American drama. Tennessee Williams' exploration of the 

clash between old and new values, gender dynamics, societal expectations, and the illusion of 

the American Dream resonates with the ongoing complexities of American society. By 

unraveling the layers of discord in this classic play, we gain valuable insights into the 

challenges and conflicts that persist in the ever-evolving landscape of the United States. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the exploration of contemporary American drama through the lens of "A 

Streetcar Named Desire" reveals a poignant and multifaceted portrayal of societal discord. 

Tennessee Williams, through his timeless masterpiece, delves into the complexities of human 

relationships and the disintegration of traditional values in post-war America. The characters 

in the play serve as microcosms of a society grappling with issues of class, gender, and mental 

health, reflecting the broader upheavals of the time. 

The vivid and emotionally charged narrative of "A Streetcar Named Desire" serves as a 

mirror, reflecting the tensions and conflicts embedded within the American social fabric. As 

we traverse the turbulent journey of characters like Blanche Dubois, Stanley Kowalski, and 

Stella, we witness the collision of old and new, exposing the fragility of societal norms and the 

erosion of stability. The play's exploration of power dynamics, illusions, and the consequences 



 

 

of societal upheaval resonates with audiences across generations, underscoring its enduring 

relevance. 

Furthermore, Williams' masterful use of symbolism and nuanced character development 

invites audiences to contemplate the broader implications of the characters' struggles. The 

metaphorical streetcar, representing progress and change, becomes a vehicle of both liberation 

and destruction, highlighting the ambivalence inherent in societal evolution. In dissecting the 

layers of "A Streetcar Named Desire," we uncover the dissonance between appearance and 

reality, the clash of individual desires against societal expectations, and the tragic 

consequences of societal discord. Through the prism of this iconic play, we gain insights into 

the human condition, with its inherent contradictions and the perpetual quest for identity and 

belonging. 

Ultimately, "A Streetcar Named Desire" stands as a timeless exploration of the fractures 

within the American social landscape, serving as a poignant reminder that societal discord is 

an intrinsic part of the human experience. As we navigate the intricate tapestry of Williams' 

creation, we find ourselves compelled to reflect on the enduring relevance of these themes, 

recognizing that the echoes of discord continue to reverberate through the ever-evolving 

narrative of American society. 
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الخلاصة     

  الشھیرة   الأمریكیة  المسرحیة  في  الموضحة  المجتمعي   الخلاف  من  المعقدة  الطبقات  وتشریح  استكشاف  إلى  البحث  ھذا  یھدف

  ینعكس   كما  العشرین  القرن  منتصف  في  لأمریكا  والثقافي  الاجتماعي  المشھد  فھم  على  الدراسة  تركز".  الرغبة  اسمھا  عربة"

 مع   صداھا   یتردد  التي  المجتمعیة  والتحولات  والصراعات  الكامنة  التوترات  كشف  إلى  وتسعى  وتفاعلاتھا،  الشخصیات  في

 في  معقد  بشكل  المنسوجة  المجتمعیة  للعناصر  شامل  استكشاف  حول  الدراسة  لھذه  الشاملة  الأھداف  تدور.  المعاصر  الجمھور

.  الثانیة  العالمیة  الحرب  بعد  ما  لأمریكا   الثقافیة  البیئة  مواجھة  في  العاكسة  طبیعتھا  على  الضوء  تسلط  التي  المسرحیة  نسیج

  المجتمعي   الخلاف  طبقات  في  للتعمق  النقدیة  الأدبیة  والنظریة  الوثیق  النصي  التحلیل  یستخدم  نوعیًا،  منھجًا  الباحث  ھذا  یتبنى

  والوثائق   العلمیة  بالمقالات  استكمالھا  مع  المسرحیة،  نص  من  الأولیة  البیانات  استخلاص  سیتم".  الرغبة  اسمھا  عربة "  ضمن

  المجتمعیة، والتوقعات والطبقة الجنس مثل الرئیسیة بالمواضیع التحلیل توجیھ سیتم. الصلة ذات الثانویة والمصادر التاریخیة

 تصویر   في  ویلیامز  یستخدمھا  التي  الدرامیة  التقنیات  تساھم.  المسرحیة  في  المضمن  الثقافي  للسیاق  شامل  فھم  توفیر  بھدف

 الأھمیة  حول  المناقشات  النتائج  تحفز.  المتطور  الاجتماعي  المشھد  في  التفكیر  إلى  الجماھیر  یدعو  مما  بدقة،  المجتمعي  التوتر

 الخطاب في البحث ھذا یساھم ،"الرغبة اسمھا عربة" عدسة  خلال من. المعاصر المجتمع في المسرحیة لموضوعات الدائمة

  على   المجتمعي  الخلاف  آثار  في  للتفكیر  المشاھدین  یتحدى  مما  الفردیة،  والتجارب  المجتمعیة  الأعراف  تقاطع  حول  المستمر

  إلى  الجماھیر  وتدعو  الزمني،  محیطھا   تتجاوز  روایة  بمھارة  ویلیامز   تینیسي  ینسج  الختام،  في.  الشخصیة  والعلاقات  الھویة

فیھا والتأمل المجتمعیة التوقعات تعقیدات مواجھة . 

الرغبة  اسمھا عربة الأمریكیة،  الدراما المعاصر، المجتمعي، الخلاف الكشف،: المفتاحیة الكلمات  


